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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 
TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 16, 2016, 2016 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT
111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call
At 7:33 p.m. Chairman Youkhana called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Michelle Youkhana, Chairman

Lisa Milczarek


Kim Ritschel


Alex Pino

Absent:

Chris Nolan


Also Present:

Susan Allman, Village Forester




Linda Aylward, 226 Beachview Lane





Jackie Andrew, Trustee Liaison 





Albert Pino, Village President





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the January 19, 2016 Parks & Recreation Commission meeting
The Minutes of the January 19, 2019 Parks & Recreation Commission (“PRC”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Motion: Kim Ritschel moved to approve the Minutes of the January 19, 2019 PRC Commission meeting; seconded by Alex Pino.

Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:  The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Chairman Youkhana declared the Minutes of the January 19, 2016 PRC meeting approved and put on file. 
4.
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
5.         Discuss adding trees at Eton Park for Arbor Day- Village Forester, Susan Allman

Chairman Youkhana mentioned that she had discussions with the Village Forester, Susan Allman and they discussed the dead ash tree at Eton Park. She stated that Ms. Allman informed her of the dead ash tree and noted that the PRC would be required to arrange to have it removed. Ms. Allman stated that she knew of a company that she could recommend to do the removal. Chairman Youkhana indicated that she would like to use the current year’s budget to have it removed. Ms. Allman indicated that she would reach out to the company that she uses for tree removal in the Village and have them forward a quote to the PRC. She mentioned that the company she uses for tree removal could possibly use the tree as mulch for Eton Park.
Ms. Allman stated that she has been planning for Arbor Day. She indicated that she would like to have a tree planted in the area of Eton Park where the ash tree will be removed. She stated that she would work on having it donated, but otherwise it would come from the Village budget. She mentioned that she is getting swamp white oak and burr oak seedlings, which are 12-24 inches. She indicated that she is working on getting a scout group to plant the seedlings at Eton Park. 

6.
Discuss tree removal at Eton Park

Ms. Allman mentioned that she has been marking ash trees for removal along Eton Drive, Golfview Drive, and Oxford Road. She indicated that she always notifies residents when removing trees in the right of way, “ROW”, that are in front of their residence. She noted that the reason for contacting Chairman Youkhana was to inform the PRC of the removal of ash trees along the ROW at Eton Park. She stated that she wanted the PRC to be aware in case questions should arise from residents. She indicated that the removal would begin this week. She stated that once the removal is complete she would like to begin planting trees in the spring in the ROW.
Chairman Youkhana mentioned to Ms. Allman that Max Bromet, Boy Scout, proposed a plan for his Eagle Scout project. She stated that his plan was to create a path along Hewes Drive starting at Pinewoods Drive going north to Randolph Court. Chairman Youkhana stated that Mr. Bromet and his volunteers plan to begin removing buckthorn in the area in March, 2016. Ms. Allman asked how he plans to dispose of the buckthorn. Chairman Youkhana indicated that it would be burned. Ms. Allman expressed her concern with burning near the cattails in the area. She stated that she wanted to insure that the burning isn’t done near the cattails or under large trees. 
Chairman Youkhana explained that the PRC was considering Mr. Bromet’s proposal for a path. Chairman Youkhana stated that she would provide Ms. Allman with Mr. Bromet’s proposal, so that she would have a better understanding of the proposal. Ms. Allman said that she would await the proposal and coordinate with Mr. Bromet to assist with the path plans.
Chairman Youkhana asked Ms. Allman is she would be planting trees near Lafferty Park. Ms. Allman noted that she is not, but will consider working with the PRC sometime time in the future of what can be done for the proposed path near Lafferty Park. 

Members discussed the proposed plan for a sign at Eton Park constructed by Boy Scout, Wyatt Lindquist. 

Ms. Allman stated that she would coordinate with scouts to plant seedlings at Eton Park and discuss the plan for Arbor Day. 

7. 
Discuss basketball court resurfacing- Lisa Milczarek
Ms. Milczarek stated that she made an appointment with VersaCourt to meet her next week at Eton Park. She indicated that she should have the quote by the next meeting in order to have the basketball court resurfaced before the end of the fiscal year. 

8.
Ideas for Parks and Recreation Commission’s plan to Village Board
Ms. Ritschel stated that she attended the Village Board, “VB”, meeting in January to explain the PRC’s proposal for a footbridge on Oxford Road. She indicated that the VB agreed to look at the proposal. She stated that Trustee, Martin Pais asked that the PRC come up with a master plan. She noted that Mr. Pais emailed his ideas of what to include in the PRC’s plan. 
Members discussed the various parks of the Village. 
Chairman Youkhana asked PRC members to come back to the next meeting with ideas and expect to have Trustee Pais at the meeting to discuss the PRC Plan.

Chairman Youkhana mentioned the proposed pavilion. She explained to Trustee Andrew that the PRC did not believe a pavilion at Eton Park was needed. Ms. Ritschel stated that the VB may not be aware of the PRC’S wishes to use their funds for other projects in the Village as opposed to a pavilion.

Chairman Youkhana informed Village President Pino about the PRC’s decision to not go forward with the proposed pavilion as discussed in past meetings. She stated that the PRC did not feel a pavilion would be suitable for Eton Park. President Pino suggested possibly getting a planner to review the property of the park in order to have an idea of what can be done to build a permanent structure. He indicated that the VB would like to see the park utilized more and having a permanent structure, such as bathroom facilities, may improve the usage. There was discussion regarding what type of a structure would be suitable for the park. Chairman Youkhana asked President Pino if he knew of a planner that the PRC could contact. President Pino indicated that he did not, but would inquire.
President Pino commented on the PRC’s budget. Trustee Andrew expressed her belief that a structure that is more functional should be considered.
Chairman Youkhana updated President Pino on the PRC’s plan to expand the equipment at Eton Park.

Kim Ritschel expressed her confusion with Trustee Pais’ email that involved the PRC creating a master plan using the Comprehensive Plan. She explained that she was of the impression when she joined the commission that the PRC only handled park events. There was discussion regarding Trustee Pais’ suggestions. Members discussed the communication between the VB and the commissions. 

There was discussion regarding the proposed Oxford Road bridge. President Pino explained that the matter was discussed at the Village staff meeting and will be on the agenda for the February Board meeting.
9.
Event Updates
Chairman Youkhana noted that she was able to secure the Santa and Santa chair for the Winter Fest. She explained that the company used last year for the reindeer rental does not have them available for the Winter Fest date this year. She asked if the PRC was committed to having reindeer this year or if they were in agreement with excluding them. Members agreed to exclude the reindeer for Winter Fest this year.
Chairman Youkhana stated that she was able to secure the first summer concert with the Mike Novello Band. She noted the date of the concert being September 10th with a September 17th rainout date. She explained that there is an issue with securing Better with Bacon for the May 21st concert date. She stated that the band is available on May 14th or June 4th for the first date and June 11th as a rain out date. Members agreed to have the first concert on June 4th with a rain out date of June 11th. 
Ms. Milczarek stated that the original October 1st Fall Fest date conflicted with homecoming. She noted that the date was changed to October 8th. She indicated that the band, face painter, Patch 22, balloon artist were booked. She noted that Chairman Youkhana is working on finding a farm to supply the pumpkins and gourds. Chairman Youkhana noted that this year Kooker’s came in with a lower bid than Bella Luke’s for catering the event. Ms. Milczarek asked who will secure tables and tents for the events. Ms. Torres noted she would be securing the necessary equipment. Ms. Ritschel suggested purchasing cambros versus renting. Members agreed to purchase 3 cambros for events.
10.
Old Business/New Business
Chairman Youkhana indicated that the PRC has a position available for a vice chair. Ms. Ritschel volunteered for the position. It was confirmed that Ms. Ritschel would fill the position as vice chair.

11.
Adjournment

Motion:  Lisa Milczarek moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Kim Ritschel.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:42 p.m. Chairman Youkhana declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the PRC meeting held April 18, 2016.
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________
Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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