Page 5

MINUTES OF A MEETING OF 
THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION OF THE

VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON WHICH WAS HELD 
MONDAY, AUGUST 5, 2013 AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD
          NORTH BARRINGTON, IL 
1.
Call to Order, Roll Call, Approve Minutes of July 1, 2013 Parks & Recreation 

Commission Meeting:

At 7:36 P.M Chairman Jane Farrell called the meeting to order.
Present in Person:
Chairman Jane Farrell, Vice Chairman Ann Kafka, Lisa Onyx, Mary McClure
Absent:
Lloyd Struttman, Pat Ryan

Also Present:

David Grzeslo, 298 Lakeview




Nancy Schumm, Schumm Consulting





Jackie Andrew, Trustee





Albert Pino, President

Nicole Keiter, Deputy Village Clerk 

The Minutes from the July 1, 2013 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting were made available to the Commission. 
Motion: Vice Chairman Ann Kafka moved to approve the Minutes from the July 1, 2013 Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting; seconded by Lisa Onyx.
Discussion: There was some discussion.

Vote on the Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

Chairman Jane Farrell declared the Minutes of the July 1, 2013 Parks & Recreation Commission Meeting approved and put on file.

2.
Nancy Schumm: Boyscout Project in Eton Park/Flint Creek Restoration Area
Nancy Schumm, Schumm Consulting, greeted the Parks Commission. Ms. Schumm stated that she has been working with the Village for many years, with the last three years as an independent consultant. She explained that the Village Board asked her to focus on Flint Creek and the immediate watershed area. Ms. Schumm stated that she began by examining all of the parks within North Barrington and identifying which areas required restoration. Those areas were then taken to the Environmental and Health Commission, upon request of the Village Board, for a recommendation on where to begin work. Eton Park was selected as the first area to begin restoration efforts. Ms. Schumm explained that work to remove invasive species on the outskirts of Eton Park, along with maintenance of the area, and water quality testing of the creek throughout the Village were the primary projects. Ms. Schumm then stated that a boyscout approached her looking for a project to complete his Eagle Scout. Since Eton Park was restored and Oxford Road has been closed, Ms. Schumm suggested a walking path with a bridge and possible educational signage. The walking path would connect the residents of Oxford Road to the park and other areas, also allowing safe passage for children. 

Chairman Farrell stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission are requesting better communication for projects concerning areas of which they are responsible. She reminded Ms. Schumm that the Parks Commission was not notified of the work happening at Eton Park three years ago until it was already underway. Chairman Farrell stated that the Parks Commission discussed the idea of having a walking path at Eton Park in 2010 and did a study on the area. She stated that the Parks Commission and the Village Board decided that the area was too prone to flooding and it would not be a wise investment. Ms. Onyx stated that the Parks Commission wasn’t sure how the Miller Road project would affect the area either. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the maintenance for this project would have to come from their budget, which would be another reason to strengthen communication. Ms. Schumm stated that they have a three year contract for maintenance at the moment, where the contractor would maintain the mowing and the boyscout would handle the mulch. This would be drawn from the Village budget, not the Parks and Recreation Commission budget. Vice Chairman Kafka asked who would be using the walking path. Ms. Schumm stated that the residents on Oxford wanted a connection to the park, neighbors, etc. Ms. McClure asked Ms. Schumm if the walking path would meet everyone’s needs. Ms. Schumm stated that initially, the path would not meet everyone’s needs as eventually a bridge will be needed. She explained that when the culvert under Oxford Road is removed, in the future, it will leave just a creek that will require a bridge to cross. Ms. Schumm then stated that additional permits are required when it comes to the removal of the culvert and addition of a bridge. Chairman Farrell asked if there was an estimated cost for the project. Ms. Schumm stated that the Village received money for compensatory storage from the County and are staying within budget for the initial walking path. When the bridge is to be built, Ms. Schumm stated that she will be inquiring about grants as well as possibly getting sponsors from the Village. Chairman Farrell stated that the biggest concern was the eventual responsibility needed from the Commission. She explained that the Commission members are already very active, not only on the Commission, but also in their own personal/professional lives. It was discussed that this project was something that the Commission would have to handle in the future, yet it was not initially brought to them. Chairman Farrell explained that the more responsibilities that are absorbed by the Commission requires more volunteering from the Commission members. Vice Chairman Kafka reiterated how important communication was to this Commission as they are very “hands on” and active. She explained that poor communication, or even late communication, means more work on their end. Vice Chairman Kafka then stated that the Parks Commission could be of great assistance to projects like this as they work with boyscouts all the time. Ms. Onyx asked if there was a start date set. Ms. Schumm explained that the boyscout would be turning 18 in December, and would therefore need to have the project completed to receive his Eagle Scout. Ms. Schumm stated that she would like the Parks approval before moving forward with the project. She stated that it would be an investment in making the park and creek a meaningful site for residents. Ms. Onyx asked for verification that the Miller Road project would have no effect on the site. Ms. Schumm stated that multiple studies have been done and all show that the new vegetation choices should help soak up more water and that the flooding should be reduced. Ms. Schumm thanked the Parks Commission for their time.
3.
Village Comprehensive Plan: Consolidate Park Input for Recommendation for Plan Commission
Chairman Farrell asked the Commission for their thoughts regarding Chapter 5, “Parks and Recreation” in the 2004 version of the Village’s Comprehensive Plan. She also invited Plan Commission member David Grzeslo to the front to discuss the changes. Mr. Grzeslo had already highlighted specific areas for the Commission to address. Ms. Onyx stated that there was some outdated information in the second paragraph where it referred to events such as the “Run Through the Woods” and the Ricky-Raccoon community preschool camp. She stated that those should be removed and replaced with concerts in the park, family movie night, the skating rink and Winter Fest. Chairman Farrell stated that “Fall Event” should be titled “Fall Fest” as it is referred to at this time. Chairman Farrell brought the Commission’s attention to the paragraph regarding the National Recreation and Parks Association and their standard. She stated that she thought the standards had changed since this Plan was published; however, she was not sure and wanted to further research the item to see if our Village was in compliance. Chairman Farrell stated that the Village only has 8 acres of usable land and that a future goal of the Parks Commission would be to acquire more “usable” space for residents. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that she would still like to promote a gazebo and the opportunity for funding one as a long term goal. The Commission also discussed the desire for a pool and potentially partnering with neighboring communities to create park area and/or walking trails outside of the Biltmore neighborhood. Chairman Farrell brought the Commission’s attention to the bullet point listing the Barrington Park District and Foglia YMCA as having rebate programs through the Village. The Village stopped offering rebates for the Foglia YMCA and has solely offered rebates through the Barrington Park District. Chairman Farrell stated that the swim classes fill very quickly at the Barrington Park District and she asked the Commission if they thought it was a disservice to Village residents to not offer the rebate at the Foglia YMCA since safety was a top reason parents sign their children up for swim classes. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the YMCA classes fill quickly as well. The Commission discussed the topic and concluded that a statement leaving the possibility to include them in the program sometime in the future would be appropriate. The Commission will revisit this topic at a later time. The Commission also discussed adding Grassy Lake into this section and the potential for creating entrances into the forest preserve from North Barrington. The Commission members gave any specific changes to Mr. Grzeslo who will incorporate them, along with any other changes, into the Comprehensive Plan and pass along the information to the Plan Commission at their next meeting.  
4.
Park Maintenance: Timber Replacement Project, Playground Mulch, Walking Path Mulch: Updates
Chairman Farrell stated that the timber replacement project is complete and payment to Newcastle 

Landscaping had been made. The playground passed its safety check and no additional playground 

mulch is needed. The walking path mulch is being delivered sometime this week and upon 

confirmation of delivery, it will be scheduled to be spread.

Vice Chairman Kafka stated that she drove by Eton Park and noticed that the soccer goals were 

intentionally tipped over and moved. She shared with the Commission pictures she had taken which 

show the soccer goals back into the woods, very far from the playing field, and tipped creating a 

liability for the Village. Vice Chairman Kafka also stated that lacrosse nets were out at the park, which 

are not the Village’s, and that they were intentionally damaged as well. The Commission discussed the 

problem, and potentially attaching signage to the soccer goals stating that they must be staked at all 

times. The Commission discussed asking the Lake County Sherriff to add some extra patrols around 

Eton Park at night. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that she could also look into some pricing plans for 

small security systems of a couple cameras for Eton Park. She stated that these cameras would feed 

into a network that could be taped and viewed if an incident occurred. The Commission agreed that 

Vice Chairman Kafka should look into pricing and then tabled the discussion.
5.
Proposed Park Projects: Discussion 

Chairman Farrell stated that this was the same as Agenda item number 2 and already discussed.
6.
June Event: Mr. Big Stuff (cancelled due to inclement weather) Rescheduled for ?
Chairman Farrell asked if there was an update on the possible rescheduling of Mr. Big Stuff. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the Commission gave them two possible dates which the band said would work, and then came back and stated otherwise. She stated that Mr. Ryan was still negotiating with them and she wasn’t sure where they were in the process. If no date can be reached, and the band requires payment from the Village, Vice Chairman Kafka stated that it should only be half of the originally agreed upon deposit of $750 at most, in her opinion.  
7.
August Event: Eleventh Hour, Movie Selection Cloudy With a Chance of Meatballs
Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the equipment was already rented and everything was in place. Ms. Onyx stated that she could not place signs for the event since she will be out of town. Chairman Farrell, Vice Chairman Kafka, and Ms. McClure stated that they would all help with placing signs. 
8.
October Event: Fall Festival
Vice Chairman Kafka stated that after price comparisons for tents and equipment she has decided to rent from Party Plus in Palatine. She stated that they offered the best prices and already knew the set up for events. Everything has been booked for Fall Fest and Winter Fest. If the Commission desired, they could set up the tent on Friday for Fall Fest. The Commission agreed that this would be beneficial since it takes a few hours for the set up of the tent. Vice Chairman Kafka asked Ms. Onyx if she would order 300 small pumpkins for painting and decorations from Patyk Farms at 50 cents apiece. Ms. Onyx stated that she would contact Patyk Farms. Ms. Onyx stated that Patyk Farms would like to deliver first thing Sunday morning, and the Commission agreed that was ideal. Vice Chairman Kafka will schedule Randy the Magician and Chairman Farrell will create the postcard for the event. 
9.
December Event: Winter Fest, Ice Rink
Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the tent for Winter Fest has also been reserved, the same size as last year; however, it is a frame tent not a pole tent. Party Plus preferred the frame tent instead of trying to get the poles into cold ground. She stated that Party Plus also has larger tents available if the Commission wanted them. Party Plus suggested a 30’ X 90’ tent (instead of 30’ X 60’) which will be an additional $400. Chairman Farrell stated that the event only lasts two hours and she feels as if that is a lot of money for such a short event. Ms. Onyx stated that the 30’ X 60’ tent offers a coziness that is part of the event. Vice Chairman Kafka stated that the tent will be delivered on Friday for the Winter Fest event. 
10.
Old/New Business

Chairman Farrell stated that Terri Wall officially tendered her resignation to the Commission. She stated that Lloyd Struttman would also like to resign from the Commission. Chairman Farrell asked the Commission members to invite friends to join the Commission now that two members have resigned. 

Trustee Andrew suggested that the Fall Fest postcard include information on Commission openings and information for interested residents. Vice Chairman Kafka suggested that setting up a table at Fall Fest to advertise as well. 
Chairman Farrell thanked Deputy Village Clerk Nicole Keiter for her time and hard work with the Commission. Deputy Village Clerk Keiter will be leaving to pursue law school at the end of the month. 

11.
Adjournment
Motion: Vice Chairman Ann Kafka made a motion to adjourn the meeting; seconded by Lisa Onyx.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.
At 8:36 p.m. Chairman Jane Farrell declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the Parks and Recreation Commission Meeting held September 9, 2013. 
ATTEST:

_______________________

Prepared by Nicole Keiter, Deputy Village Clerk

Karlin D. Gingrich, signing on Nicole Keiter’s behalf in her absence

