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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD
MONDAY, APRIL 7, 2015 AT THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED
AT 111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call
At 7:30 Chairman Bruce Kramper called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person: 
Chairman Bruce Kramper


Vice Chair Patty Kalinowski


Rob Haas


Ron Cobb


Linda Aylward

Absent: 

Vance Antoniou

Also Present:

Josh Molnar, Groot Industries




Steve Schweinsberg, Prairie Land Disposal




Michael Brink, Waste Management





Andy Klink, Midwest Organic Recycling





Ted Krueger, Midwest Organic Recycling





Pete Boland, Village Trustee Liaison





Martin Pais, Village Trustee





Susan Allman, Village Forester





Natalie Karney, Health Officer





Laura Ramirez, Wynstone Property Owners Association, Manager





Linda Achramowicz, 15574 Indian Trail





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the March 3, 2015 Environmental and Health Commission meeting
The Minutes of the March 3, 2015 Environmental and Health Commission “E&H” meeting were made available to the commission members.
Motion: Vice Chair Patty Kalinowski moved to approve the Minutes of the March 3, 2015 E&H meeting; seconded by Ron Cobb.
Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:  The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 
Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman Bruce Kramper
Vice Chair Patty Kalinowski


Rob Haas


Ron Cobb


Linda Aylward
Nays:

None



Absent:
Vance Antoniou 


Abstain:
None

Chairman Kramper declared the Minutes of the March 3, 2015 E&H meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
Public Comment
There was no public comment.

4.         Waste Hauler Proposals
a.) Groot Industries

Josh Molnar, Groot Industries, introduced himself and thanked the E&H for giving him the opportunity to speak. He noted that he is the Municipal Manager of Groot Industries “Groot” and handles all municipal contracts for Lake and McHenry Counties. “Groot” is family owned and was established in 1914 in Northeastern Illinois. Mr. Molnar noted that he has been with “Groot” for 8 years. “Groot” operates 4 divisions and runs over 400 trucks; one quarter of the trucks run on compressed natural gas. He indicated that “Groot” was the first hauler in the Midwest to make the transition. “Groot” services over 50 municipal contracts in the area and about 250,000 homes are serviced each week. “Groot’s” primary focus is cultivating local relationships and being invested in the community. Mr. Molnar provided about a dozen references for review and encouraged the E&H to contact the references provided. It was noted that a brochure would be sent to residents to aid in the transition, if selected as the waste hauler. He noted that residents may access “Groot’s” website for further information. It was additionally noted that: 

· Container deliver is done “in-house”.
· “Groot’s” primary focus is customer service.

· Representatives are trained in each program provided by “Groot”. 
· Resources are available for residents online such as online chats, online bill pay and paperless billing. 
Mr. Molnar stated that during severe weather “Groot” maintains an adequate amount of spare collection vehicles and makes auxiliary personnel available during winter months. Mr. Molnar indicated that “Groot” is a company that reflects professionalism and reliability. 
b.) Prairie Land Disposal
Steve Schweinsberg, Prairie Land Disposal, addressed the E&H and noted that Prairie Land Disposal “PLD” is a local, privately owned company in Lake Barrington, IL. He stated that they have a recycling facility with drop off that recycles electronics, clothes, shoes, batteries, appliances, food scrapes, organic materials, and pumpkins after Halloween. He indicated that by utilizing a one pass side load truck, it differentiates “PLD” from other haulers. By utilizing a one semi-automatic truck, emissions and wear on the roads is reduced by 50%. It also reduces the ability of paper flying off the truck. Mr. Schweinsberg stated that “PLD” has been in business for twelve years, has great references with municipalities, and provides great customer service. It was noted that: 

· Live representatives answer the phones. 
· Residents can choose between a 95, 65, and 45 gallon tote for garbage. 
· Senior discounts, backdoor service and yard wastepick-up (limited or unlimited) is offered.

· Optional leaf vacuuming service is offered.

Mr. Schweinsberg stated that they are offering garbage and recyclingpick-up at the Village Hall and the two Village parks. He stated that “PLD” will service the two park events and will bring containers to the park and empty them out the next day. Quarter reports will be provided to the Village and to the Solid Waste Agency of Lake County “SWALCO”. He stated that there is free electronic drop off at the facility on Pepper Road and there is no charge for TV or computer screens. There is no penalty for suspension of service for vacations. Mr. Schweinsberg indicated that they are local and would service the Village very well.
c.) Waste Management

Michael Brink, Waste Management, introduced himself and noted that Waste Management “WM” has been the waste hauler for the Village for about 20 years. He indicated that 114,000 services are provided in town on an annual basis not including yard wastes. Drivers are allowed only 1 miss for every 1,250 stops. He stated that “WM” has approximately a 99.92% success rate with drop offs. “WM” places computers in all of the trucks that require drivers to sign off after each pick-up. Mr. Brink discussed “WM’s” local and national business. He stated that “WM” has about 300 trucks on the road in Illinois and about 1,900 employees. “WM” has been servicing municipal, industrial, and commercial residents and businesses for over 50 years and is the largest publically owned company providing integrated environmental services in North America. “WM” is the industry leader in providing comprehensive waste management services. Mr. Brink stated that “WM” has 269 active landfill disposal sites, 5 hazardous waste landfill sites, 390 collection operations, 310 transfer stations, and 120 material recovery facilities including 50 single stream nationwide. He stated that the single stream facility “WM” runs and operates in Illinois is located in Grayslake. “WM” offers a wide range of environmental services to almost 21,000,000 customers nationwide. Mr. Brink indicated that “WM” offers a disaster response and helped with the F-4 tornado disaster in Washington Illinois, Hurricane Katrina, Hurricane Andrew, and the Gulf spill in the Gulf of Mexico. It was noted that “WM”:

· Uses 1 front load truck and 1 single pass truck. 
· Includes an option for electronic door to door pick-up service. 
· Residents are offered a 64 or 95 gallon cart for garbage and recycling. 
· Educational workshops are available for residents and schools. 

d.) Midwest Organic 
Andy Klink, Midwest Organics Recycling, “MOR” noted that the company began in 2004 and is a recycling center for biodegradable material or organic material. He stated that “MOR” repurposes and transforms material through a process called composting with the end product being compost. Yard waste, landscape waste and food scraps are mixed and set up in rows to let the soil ecosystem do the work. “MOR” provides water if the material is dry, adds dry material if the environment is too wet, and adds oxygen through aeration with their compost row turner. The process takes about 4 to 6 months. The benefits of compost are that it helps build and maintain healthy soils, which means healthy food and landscapes, and increases the water holding capacity in its soil, which reduces the need for irrigation and watering. Composting also:

· Saves money for famers, gardeners, and home owners
· Acts as a good water filter by breaking down harmful contaminates. 
· Reduces the reliance on fossil fuel based fertilizers, herbicides and pesticides. 
Mr. Klink discussed global warming and climate change. He indicated that there are many sources including landfill gas. He explained that we have the ability to decrease the emission of landfill gas by diverting food scraps and other biodegradable materials from going into landfills. “MOR” is the only certified Lake County composting site to take food scraps and last year it took in 16,000,000 pounds of food scraps. “MOR” is a local company that has a tipping drop off site for grass, leaves, branches, horse bedding, and food scraps and tests their compost regularly.
Chairman Kramper asked the E&H if there were any questions. Patty Kalinowski asked where each hauler’s landfills were located, if they owned it, and what’s the capacity. Mr. Molnar responded that “Groot” has capacity agreements with one of the larger haulers including “WM”. “Groot” owns and operates 5 transfer stations that are local and; utilizes “WM’s” Grayslake landfill, Round Lake Park transfer station, Elk Grove Village transfer station, “WM’s” Crystal Lake transfer station, and “MOR”. Steve Schweinsberg indicated that “PLD” also has an agreement with “WM”. He stated they utilize “WM” Crystal Lake transfer station, Grayslake recycling facility and “MOR”. Michael Brink stated that “WM” uses the Countryside Landfill in Grayslake, Crystal Lake transfer station and “WM” landfill in DeKalb.  
Chairman Kramper asked Mr. Klink if “MOR” picks up organic and landscape waste. Mr. Klink indicated that “MOR” is not a hauler and does not currently pick up the organic and landscape waste.

Patty Kalinowski asked Mr. Schweinsberg and Mr. Molnar about the pickup of organics and yard waste. Mr. Molnar stated that “Groot’s” proposal only offers landscape waste pick-up, not organics. He stated that it is something that he is willing to discuss. Mr. Schweinsberg stated that “PLD” offers pick-up of landscape waste and organic materials. 
Linda Aylward asked if the landscape waste is mixed in with the organic materials. Mr. Schweinsberg indicated that landscape waste and organic material is mixed together and can be put in a landscape bag or a resident owned container. He stated the landscape waste and organic materials are picked up from April 1st through November 30th with subscription.
Chairman Kramper asked Mr. Brink if he would like to respond to the offering of an organic materials pick-up. Mr. Brink stated that the program is dictated by (village) policy and preference. Mr. Molnar stated that his proposal offers an overall landscape waste pick-up option with subscription. 
Ms. Aylward asked Mr. Molnar if there were any other options regarding the recycling totes being offered since “Groot’s” proposal only offers there is only the option of a 65 gallon tote for recycling. Mr. Molnar indicated that “Groot” is only offering the 65 gallon tote, but is willing to discuss other options. 
Chairman Kramper asked if the other haulers would like to add any information regarding tote options in their proposal. 
Mr. Schweinsberg noted that “PLD” offers a 95 gallon tote for recycling in their proposal at no additional cost. Michael Brink noted that currently in “WM”’s contract there is an option of upgrading during an annual window at no additional charge and after the window there’s a nominal fee. 
Patty Kalinowski asked the haulers if carts are required in their proposals. Mr. Molnar indicated that “Groot’s” proposal includes carts and residents are required to use the cart provided. Mr. Brink indicated that “WM” provides carts and residents are required to use the cart provided. Mr. Schweinsberg noted that PLD included totes in their proposal.
Ms. Aylward asked Mr. Schweinsberg if totes are provided for the recycling of organic materials. Mr. Schweinsberg stated that one tote is provided for landscape waste to be combined with organic material with subscription. He indicated that an educational brochure would be distributed to residents informing them on the proper way to recycle organic materials.
Ms. Aylward noted that “WM” does not allow for plastic bags to be put in with recycling. Mr. Brink indicated that “WM” does not allow this because plastic bags have the tendency to get caught in the lines of the recycling machinery.
Laura Ramirez, Manager of Wynstone, addressed the E&H and stated that she wanted to understand the recycling of organic materials a little further. She asked if the food scrapes need to be put in special bags. Mr. Molnar stated that in some cases residents use their own containers. Mr. Klink stated that it’s important for residents to be educated on how to recycle organic materials.
Martin Pais, Village Trustee, addressed the E&H and stated that he is in charge of organizing waste hauler services. He indicated that he would go over what the process will be in selecting a waste hauling vendor. Trustee Pais stated that the Village Board authorized the formation of a special committee to assist in deciding what will benefit the Village, residents, and environment in regards to the new waste hauler. He stated that notice would be provided in accordance with the Open Meetings Act. He indicated that the special committee will go over costs and offerings of each proposal. The special committee consists of three volunteers. The special committee includes representatives from Wynstone, Biltmore, and Clover Hill Subdivisions. The special committee will make a recommendation to the Village Board and the Village Board will make a decision at the May 27th Village Board meeting. He noted that the current waste hauler contract expires at the end of August 2015. 
5.
Susan Allman, Village Forester- Forester’s Report
Susan Allman stated that the Village was approved for Tree City USA 2014. She advised that Arbor Day will be on Wednesday, April 22, 2015 at the Village Hall. She stated that she will be handing out Bur Oak seedlings at the event. She noted that she has been doing some tree removal and work around the Village Hall. She said that she would like to get a tree planted for Arbor Day at the Village Hall. She stated that she would like to start a program called Tree of the Year. She said she picked a Bur Oak tree from the property located at 432 Thomas Drive as the “Tree of the Year”. An award will be presented to the residents. There will be a 50/50 Spring Planting Program using a Scarlet Oak tree as the tree to be planted. Ms. Allman stated that she will be getting a flyer out for the Arbor Day Event. 
6.
Old Business/New Business
Natalie Karney, Village Health Officer, addressed the E&H. She stated that the Village staff discussed adding a section to the septic operating permit to include dye testing of septic systems that are adjacent to streams, ponds or lakes. She noted that the issue of cost came up. There was some discussion regarding cost and who would be required to dye test. Chairman Bruce Kramper suggested that since the topic was not on the agenda that the E&H put it on the agenda and discuss at the next meeting. 
7.
Adjournment

Motion:  Ron Cobb moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Linda Aylward.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:52 Chairman Bruce Kramper declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the E&H meeting held May 5, 2015.
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________
Elia Torres
Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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