
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 

MONDAY, AUGUST 15, 2016 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call

At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Michelle Youkhana called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman Michelle Youkhana, Vice Chair Kim Ritschel, Lisa Milczarek


Absent: 

Chris Nolan

Also Present:

Max Bromet, Boy Scout




Lisa Bromet, 490 Randolph Court




Jackie Andrew, Trustee Liaison 





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the June 20, 2016 Parks and Recreation Commission meeting

The Minutes of the June 20, 2016 Parks and Recreation Commission (“PRC”) meeting were made available to the commission members.

Motion:  Kim Ritschel moved to approve the Minutes of the June 20, 2016 PRC meeting; seconded by Lisa Milczarek.

Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman Michelle Youkhana. Vice Chair Kim Ritschel. Lisa Milczarek
Nays:

None



Absent:
Chris Nolan


Abstain:
None

Chairman Youkhana declared the Minutes of the June 20, 2016 PRC meeting approved and put on file. 

3.
Public Comment

There was no public comment.

4.         Max Bromet- Lafferty Park Proposed path
Max Bromet addressed the PRC and stated that he amended the proposed path plan for Lafferty Park. He indicated that in the new plan he will be removing the Buckthorn where the proposed trail will be created. He noted that he does not have the resources to remove all the Buckthorn in Lafferty Park as originally planned.
Mr. Bromet provided the PRC with a copy of the proposed path plan.

Ms. Ritschel asked how wide the trial was expected to be. Mr. Bromet stated that it would be four feet wide. Ms. Milczarek asked what the terrain of the path would be. Mr. Bromet indicated that he would be planting a no-mow grass seed.

Mr. Bromet stated that the project would take approximately one month with a goal end date in October. He indicated that he would set up 4 to 5 work days with about 15 volunteers working on the trail. 

Trustee Andrew asked if the Buckthorn would be herbicided immediately after cutting it down. Mr. Bromet noted that it would, but due to possible restrictions with the Boy Scouts he may need to enlist an adult volunteer to apply the herbicide.  
Mr. Bromet provided the PRC with a copy of an informal contract for the project.

Trustee Andrew asked Mr. Bromet if he would be using the Buckthorn removed as mulch for the path. He indicated that he could possibly, but he almost certainly would be using a natural growing grass seed.

Ms. Bromet asked who would be the contact person for the project. Chairman Youkhana stated that Mr. Bromet could contact her by email and she would forward the information to the PRC.
5.
Update on Eton Park Eagle Scout Project
Ms. Ritschel stated that she visited Eton Park, and she indicated that the kiosk project appears to be moving along nicely.
Trustee Andrew mentioned that a survey was done of Eton Park. Ms. Milczarek inquired about the nature of the survey. Ms. Ritschel stated that she believed it was to depict the area/lot lines of the park boundaries in the Village. Ms. Ritschel expressed her uncertainty with the necessity for a survey. Chairman Youkhana asked where the funds came from to conduct the survey. Trustee Andrew indicated that it was her understanding that the funds would be coming from the Park Impact Fees. 
Ms. Ritschel stated that the Village Board discussed the survey at the previous Village Board meeting and voted that it would be a good idea to identify the parks boundaries within the Village.
There was discussion regarding the origin of the Park Impact Fees.  

6.
Ideas on how to spend Impact fees and visionary plan

Chairman Youkhana asked that the PRC come up with ideas for the use of the Park Impact Fees. 
Ms. Ritschel mentioned presenting a more detailed parks plan for the Village parks to the Board. 
Chairman Youkhana asked Ms. Ritschel to get quotes for the wall for “wall ball” that was discussed at previous PRC meetings. Ms. Ritschel was of the opinion that the PRC should seek resident input for park improvements. She indicated that the PRC could possibly set up an unofficial PRC Facebook page to seek suggestions from residents. There was discussion regarding setting up a Facebook page. Chairman Youkhana mentioned that the Village may not permit a PRC Facebook page that could be associated with the Village. 

Trustee Andrew recommended having a suggestion box at the Fall Festival. Chairman Youkhana stated that, if permitted, the PRC could have a blurb on the Fall Fest postcard with the PRC Facebook link and a suggestion box at the Fall Fest. 

Members expressed concern with not expending the impact fees in a timely manner in order to avoid them being refunded.
There was lengthy discussion regarding updating playground equipment and expanding of paths in the Village.
Ms. Milczarek inquired about who installed the bollards at the end of Signal Hill Road, which connects to Lake Zurich. Chairman Youkhana stated Kathy Nelander, Village Administrator, advised her that she had them installed due to complaints of golf carts going through the area and littering.

Chairman Youkhana mentioned that she contacted Ms. Nelander to inquire about the ownership of the grassy area near Honey Lake. She explained that Ms. Nelander advised her that the grassy area and the path near Honey Lake are owned and maintained by Biltmore Country Club. She stated that she also inquired about the muddy path that is at the end of Signal Hill Road, which leads into Lake Zurich. She indicated that Ms. Nelander said that the path is owned by the Village and if desired the PRC is authorized to utilize the area. 
Chairman Youkhana suggested that the PRC focus on updating the Eton Park playground equipment and then establish what is remaining of the impact fees. 

Members discussed obtaining quotes for the addition of a teeter totter, wall for “wall ball” and Parkour equipment for the Eton Park playground. 
Chairman Youkhana asked if there were any other suggestions.

Ms. Ritschel suggested improving the appearance of the area at Route 59 and Miller Road with native plants/flowers. She stated that the area, Kazo Park, is considered parks land. Trustee Andrew expressed concern with the work involved with maintaining the area. Chairman Youkhana suggested postponing the matter for future discussion.
7.
Concert in the park update

Chairman Youkhana asked members of their availability to attend the September 10th concert in the park. Ms. Milczarek indicated that she is not available to set up due to a prior commitment, but will be in attendance later in the evening. Chairman Youkhana stated that she will email the PRC and advise whether she will be available for set up.
8.
Fall Fest update

Ms. Milczarek went over the Fall Fest checklist and unfinished tasks. She noted that she contacted and confirmed all vendors. She noted that the PRC agreed to contract Kookers this year for the Fall Fest catering.

Chairman Youkhana mentioned purchasing three beverage dispensers as discussed at a previous meeting. Ms. Ritschel volunteered to search for the dispensers and forward the information to Ms. Torres for purchasing. 

The PRC reviewed the checklist and unfinished tasks were assigned.

It was a general consensus of the PRC to change the next scheduled PRC meeting date to Thursday, September 15th due to member availability and in order to prepare for the Fall Fest in October. 

Chairman Youkhana indicated that she would search for volunteers for assistance with Fall Fest.

9.
Old Business/New Business

Trustee Andrew suggested adding a blurb to the Fall Fest postcard requesting volunteers for the PRC and a save the date blurb for Winterfest. Ms. Torres noted that she would have the blurbs added to the Fall Fest postcard. 

Chairman Youkhana asked Ms. Torres if the Environmental and Health Commission was interested in reserving an area at Fall Fest as was done last year. Ms. Torres indicated that they were. 

Chairman Youkhana mentioned that she was unable to book reindeer for this year’s Winter Fest, but was able to book a Ms. Clause. Chairman Youkhana also noted that the candy canes were also ordered for Winterfest. 

7.
Adjournment

Motion:  Lisa Milczarek moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Kim Ritschel.

Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:55 p.m. Chairman Michelle Youkhana declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the PRC meeting held September 15, 2016.

ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________

Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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