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Minutes of a Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village of North Barrington Held tuesday, July 9, 2013, 
AT 7:30 P.m. at the North Barrington Village Hall, 
111 Old Barrington Road,
In Said Village
1.
Call to Order & Roll Call 

At 7:30 P.M. Chairman Cifonelli called the Public Hearing to order and the Deputy Village Clerk called the roll: 

Present in Person:      Chairman John Cifonelli, Mary Lou Ballerini, W. Gene McAlester,  
and Craig Shully
Absent:

Vice Chair Joe DiPino, Bryan McGonigal and Paru Thondavadi
Also Present:

Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk

Martin Pais, Village Trustee liaison

Bill Lackovic, Old Barrington Farm, LLC, 
    1600 E. Main Street, Suite B, St. Charles, IL 
Chairman Cifonelli welcomed the audience to the Hearing and asked that any person wishing to speak during the public hearing, stand up in order to be sworn in. The one witness was sworn in. 
2.
Approve Minutes from the May 14, 2013 Meeting 

The Minutes of the May 14, 2013 Meeting were made available to the Board. 
Chairman Cifonelli asked the Zoning Board of Appeals if there were any revisions to the Minutes. 

No one wished to speak. 
Motion: Craig Shully moved that the Minutes of the May 14, 2013 be approved; seconded by W. Gene McAlester.
Discussion: There was no discussion.
Vote on Motion: 
The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Chairman Cifonelli declared the Minutes of the May 14, 2013 Meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
The following variations are requested in the petition submitted by Old Barrington Road, LLC, 1600 E. Main Street, Suite B, St. Charles, IL 60174:

ZONING VARIATIONS NEEDED:

ZR 10-10-5(A): 
No signs are permitted in any residentially zoned district except exempt signs.

ZR 10-10-5(B,4):     
Billboards are prohibited in all zoning districts.  

ZR 10-10-9(D):        
Sign and any background shall together consist of no more than two (2) colors or shades of the same color.

ZR 10-10-9(F,3):     
The use of images, pictures and logos shall be minimized but, if used, should be simplified in appearance and integrated into the site’s overall architectural and color schemes.

ZR 10-10-9(H,1):   
Monument signs are preferred over post mounted signs to avoid a 




temporary, fragile or rickety appearance.

ZR 10-10-9(H,3):   
Freestanding signs shall emphasize horizontal rather than vertical 




massing.

ZR 10-10-9(I):       
No freestanding sign shall be nearer than forty feet (40’) to any front, 




side or rear property line.

ZR 10-10-11(A):    
Total sign area permitted in residential areas shall not exceed five 




(5) square feet in area.

Chairman Cifonelli explained the zoning variations as requested by the applicant, Old Barrington Road, LLC. Chairman Cifonelli stated that an Appearance Review Session would follow the Public Hearing. 
Bill Lackovic, an agent for Old Barrington Road, LLC, addressed the Board and explained that Old Barrington Road, LLC would like to erect a temporary sales and marketing sign for the Old Barrington Farm Subdivision.  Mr. Lackovic explained the characteristics of the proposed sign. The sign would stand 8’10” from ground level with two posts immersed in concrete. The sign would include a total sign area of approximately 44 square feet. The sign was described as multicolored, double-sided aluminum construction which would have laminated printed vinyl with images, logos and pictures. The proposed sign would be located on Lot 6 in the Old Barrington Subdivision at the corner of Old Barrington Road and the future Devon Lane. Mr. Lackovic noted that the sign would remain standing for up to 3 years or until the last lot is sold.
Chairman Cifonelli asked Mr. Lackovic to further explain the signage remaining on the property for “up to 3 years”. Mr. Lackovic stated that the developer may need to request an extension after 3 years if all of the lots are not sold within a 3 year time frame.

Chairman Cifonelli asked Mr. Lackovic to explain the history of the property. Mr. Lackovic stated that the entire parcel was purchased approximately 7 years ago and that the owner subdivided the property for an equestrian center and 7 lots. The poor economy delayed construction however; they are now ready to move forward with construction.

It was noted that the property was annexed into the Village in 2009 and that the property was rezoned as a Premier Equestrian Estate District. 

Chairman Cifonelli stated that there is precedent in the Village for erecting a temporary sales sign. In 1987, Grassmere Farms was permitted to erect a temporary sales sign. Specifics of the sign were not noted although the sign remained standing for approximately 15 years.
Chairman Cifonelli inquired about the logo “Old Barrington Estates” on the sign and asked why it did not reflect “Old Barrington Farm”.  Mr. Lackovic stated that he did not understand the reasoning for the language and explained that it was a decision of the developer and realtor.

It was noted that there were no objections from any neighbors.

Craig Shully asked about when the future Devon Lane road would be constructed. Mr. Lackovic stated that the road would begin construction this month (July). 

Craig Shully noted his concern about the detailed/busy sign and that passers-by would need to actually pull over in order to read the sign, possibly creating a hazard on Old Barrington Road.

Mr. Lackovic stated that he expects passers-by to be able to pull into Devon Lane (following the construction of Devon Lane) and walk to the sign and read it. He added that the developer tried to simplify the sign with the company name, address, and web address.

Craig Shully noted that passers-by would have to get out of the car on Devon Lane to read the sign on Old Barrington Road. 
Mary Lou Ballerini, noted her concern about the amount of information on the proposed sign and identified the speed limit of 35/mph on Old Barrington Road. It was in her opinion, that the sign was too detailed and that it requires too much of the passers-by to read the sign while traveling at 35/mph. 
Mr. Lackovic stated that he is optimistic that Devon Lane road will be completed by September or October. The entrance will have monuments and landscaping. There will also be a horse trail that passers-by can walk on in order to view the proposed sign/site plan.

Martin Pais, Trustee Liaison, addressed the Board and noted that the Village added the new zoning district (2009) called “Premier Equestrian Estate District” which allows specific equestrian uses. He noted that there are covenants, conditions and restrictions.
W. Gene McAlester asked when the developer would like to erect the proposed sign. Mr. Lackovic replied that they’d like to erect the sign upon receiving approval from the ZBA and Village Board, however; there is some grading work which needs to be done prior to erecting the sign. 
Mr. Lackovic explained that there will not be a spec house or trailer to advertise the subdivision which is why the site plan is depicted on the proposed sign. He noted that the developer is additionally considering attaching a holder for brochures.

Chairman Cifonelli reviewed each zoning variation request separately.

Mary Lou Ballerini stated that a sign should be allowed on Old Barrington Road and that it is a beautiful development.

Motion: W. Gene McAlester moved to approve the zoning variations and request for Old Barrington Road, LLC, to erect a temporary sales and marketing sign in Old Barrington Farm Subdivision on Lot 6 near the N.E. corner of Old Barrington Road and the future Devon Lane; seconded by Craig Shully.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion

By Roll Call: 

Ayes:              Chairman Cifonelli, Mary Lou Ballerini, W. Gene McAlister, and Craig Shully

Nays:              None

Absent:           Vice Chair Joe DiPino, Bryan McGonigal and Paru Thondavadi 

Abstain:          None 

Chairman Cifonelli declared the motion approved and that the recommendation for approval would be made to the Village Board. 
W. Gene McAlester moved to close the Public Hearing; seconded by Mary Lou Ballerini.
The voice vote was unanimous in favor.
At 8:09 p.m. Chairman Cifonelli declared the Public Hearing meeting closed. 
4. 
Appearance Review related to above property

At 8:10 P.M. Chairman Cifonelli called the Appearance Review portion of the public meeting to order and the Deputy Village Clerk called the roll: 

Present in Person:      Chairman John Cifonelli, Mary Lou Ballerini, W. Gene McAlester,  

and Craig Shully

Absent:

Vice Chair Joe DiPino, Bryan McGonigal and Paru Thondavadi

Also Present:

same as above
Chairman Cifonelli asked the ZBA if there were any additional questions for the applicant regarding the appearance of the proposed sign.

W. Gene McAlester asked if there would be lighting for the sign. It was noted that there would not be lighting.

It was noted that the proposed sign would be covered in printed vinyl and that the aluminum would not be visible. Sign-A-Rama is the company in Barrington that would create the sign. 
There was discussion among the ZBA and Mr. Lackovic about alternate design possibilities for the appearance of the sign.

Mary Lou Ballerini stated that she was surprised about the quality of the proposed sign for the type of real estate the developer is trying to market. She noted that it was her opinion that the quality of the sign should correspond to the quality of the real estate they are advertising.
W. Gene McAlester agreed that there is excessive detail on the proposed sign although noted that if someone was interested, they’d find a way to pull over and read the sign.

Motion: Craig Shully moved to approve the appearance of the proposed sign; seconded by Mary Lou Ballerini.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion

By Roll Call: 

Ayes:              None
Nays:              Mary Lou Ballerini, W. Gene McAlister, and Craig Shully None

Absent:           Vice Chair Joe DiPino, Bryan McGonigal and Paru Thondavadi 

Abstain:          Chairman Cifonelli 

Chairman Cifonelli declared the motion denied. He explained that all appeals from a ZBA decision on an “Appearance Review” shall be directed to the Village Board. He stated that the next Village Board Meeting was scheduled for July 24, 2013, at 7:30 p.m. 
There was discussion among the ZBA and Mr. Lackovic about the next step for the applicant and the appeal process.

It was the general consensus of the ZBA that if two signs were proposed at a later date (a simple sign on Old Barrington Road and a more detailed sign on Devon Lane) the ZBA would anticipate making a favorable recommendation. 
Martin Pais addressed the Board and stated that the applicant would most likely need to go thru the ZBA process again if two new signs were proposed. 

5.
Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board, W. Gene McAlester moved to adjourn the Public Hearing Meeting and Appearance Review Session; seconded by Craig Shully.
The voice vote was unanimous in favor.
At 8:35 p.m. Chairman Cifonelli declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals at a Public Hearing held August 13, 2013.
Attest:________________________
Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk
