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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL EMERGENCY MEETING OF THE VILLAGE BOARD OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON WHICH WAS HELD WEDNESDAY, 
JULY 17, 2013 AT 7:30 P.M. AT THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL, 
111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD 

I.
Call to Order and Roll Call

At 7:38 P.M. President Pino called the Meeting to order. The Deputy Village Clerk called the roll:


Present in Person: 
President Pino, Trustees Andrew, Boland, Kolar, and Smith
Absent:

Trustees Pais and Weiner
Also Present:

Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk

Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite




Peter Voss, 116 Ravine




Scott Gilday, 246 Oxford Road




Jim Flannery, 611 Beacon Drive, Lake Barrington



Dyliss Braithwaite, 540 S. Hough Street, Barrington




Bridget O’Shea, Barrington Courier


This Special Emergency Meeting was called pursuant to Notice; copy attached.

II.
PUBLIC COMMENT
Scott Gilday, 246 Oxford Road, addressed the Board to obtain a better understand the Village’s proposed ordinance to ban the possession of assault weapons and its purpose. 
President Pino stated that the Village Board would be considering an Ordinance amending the Village Code by adding Chapter 4 of Title 6 (Public Safety) entitled “Assault Weapons” Banning the Possession of Assault Weapons in the Village of North Barrington.
Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite, addressed the Board and stated that the purpose of the Ordinance is for the Board to decide whether they would want to ban the possession of assault weapons in the Village. 
Attorney Braithwaite explained that the special emergency meeting was called due to recent legislation (Firearm Concealed Carry Act) which included a provision that any municipality may pass an ordinance limiting the acquisition, possession and transfer of assault weapons if enacted within 10 days after the effective date of the Act. The deadline for municipalities to approve a ban was noted as midnight on July 19, 2013.

It was noted that the Village first discussed the matter and the July 19th deadline during the staff meeting on July 16, 2013. 

Mr. Gilday stated that he is a pistol safety instructor certified by the National Rifle Association (NRA). He explained that assault weapons represent most of the firearms that most law abiding citizens own. Mr. Gilday stated that he is of the opinion that Lt. Governor Sheila Simon’s bill is a violation of the U.S. Constitution as firearms that citizens already own will be confiscated. 

Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite suggested that Mr. Gilday take a copy of the proposed ordinance for review.

Attorney Braithwaite explained that the proposed ordinance includes a number of blanks which allow the Village to consider the number of rounds in a magazine. 
Mr. Gilday continued to comment on the subject stating: 

· Lake Zurich recently denied a ban on assault weapons. 
· Village could be liable as many bans are found to be unconstitutional.  

· The biggest issue in the Village is skate boarding and flooding, not murders with assault weapons.

· The State should regulate assault weapons and not local government.

· Automatic weapons are classified as machine guns and are illegal.

Trustee Andrew inquired about guns used for hunting. Mr. Gilday stated that many hunters use an AR15 which is a semi-automatic weapon, not a machine gun. He stated that the AR15 is the most commonly purchased gun in the U.S. 
Jim Flannery, 611 Beacon Drive, Lake Barrington, addressed the Board. He noted for the record that he previously owned property in North Barrington. Mr. Flannery stated that the Department of Natural Resources uses the AR15 to cull deer. He is of the opinion that the issue is a political and media misnomer. 

Mr. Flannery asked if Village Officials were knowledgeable about firearms.

Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite commented that Mr. Flannery was correct in that the Board did not have enough time to study the issue properly which is why Buffalo Grove adopted the Ordinance approving the ban. He noted that the statute specifically states that municipalities have 10 days to adopt an ordinance approving a ban on assault weapons and once adopted, the municipality has the option to amend or repeal the ordinance. 
Trustee Kolar asked the audience members what was driving their passion against the ban.

Mr. Flannery noted that while he is a member of the NRA, it’s just an organization.  Mr. Flannery noted that his passion stems from the Second Amendment to the U.S. Constitution to keep and bear arms. He discussed two court cases: District of Columbia v. Heller and McDonald v. City of Chicago. 

Mr. Gilday stated that his father was in the military which is where his passion began as his father taught him about firearms. He stated that there are other ways to stop violence. 
Peter Voss, 116 Ravine Lane, addressed the Board and stated that he grew up in North Barrington. He stated that it is a Second Amendment right to keep and bear arms. He respectfully requested that the Village not support the ban. 

There was general discussion among the Board and Mr. Voss about gun “magazines” and “clips” used in target shooting. 

There was discussion about home rule vs. non-home rule communities and whether non-home rule communities could impose assault weapon bans. 

Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite stated that the both home rule and non-home rule communities are entitled to approve a ban on assault weapons. Mr. Flannery disagreed with Attorney Braithwaite. Mr. Flannery stated that it only applies to home rule communities. 

Motion: Trustee Boland moved that the public comment be closed; seconded by Trustee Kolar:
Discussion: There was lengthy discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

Trustee Boland stated that the Board did not have sufficient information to vote on the issue and suggested approving the ordinance which would subsequently allow for an amendment or repeal at a later date. 
Trustee Kolar noted his concern that adopting the ordinance could bring on more issues. He stated that he is not in favor of the proposed ordinance.
Trustee Andrew agreed with Trustee Kolar. She raised the question of who would enforce the Ordinance, if approved. 

Trustee Smith asked why the particular guns (noted during previous discussion) should be permitted to be used/owned by residents within the Village to defend themselves.

Mr. Flannery stated that the AR15 and glock pistols are easy to learn, use, and are extremely safe. He stated that it’s the same reason law enforcement uses them. 

There was discussion among the Board about allowing 17 rounds per assault weapon as outlined in the proposed Ordinance. 
Trustee Boland noted that the proposed Ordinance would allow prosecution for a violator however; the Board is only seeing one side of the issue. Approving the ban would allow time for education.

Trustee Kolar stated that in the event a crime would occur, the County or State would prosecute.
Motion: Trustee Boland moved to approve Ordinance # _____ and by adding 17 rounds capacity per assault weapon; seconded by Trustee Smith:
Discussion: There was some discussion.

Vote on Motion

By Roll Call:
Ayes:

President Pino, Trustees Boland and Smith


Nays:

Trustees Andrew and Kolar


Absent:
Trustees Pais and Weiner


Abstain:
None


President Pino declared the ordinance was not approved, as all ordinances require four affirmative votes.  
IV.
Adjournment
There being no further business to come before the Board, Trustee Boland moved to adjourn the Special Meeting; seconded by Trustee Smith. The voice vote was unanimous in favor.
At 8:28 p.m. President Pino declared the meeting adjourned.

These Minutes were approved by the Board at a meeting held August 28, 2013.
Attest:

________________________
Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk
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