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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 
TUESDAY, AUGUST 4, 2009 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL

111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order and Roll Call
At 7:29 P.M. Vice Chairman Bruce Kramper called the meeting to order and the Deputy Village Clerk called the roll:

Present in Person:
Vice Chairman Bruce Kramper, Jackie Andrew, Susan Allman, Barbara Cragan, Patty Kalinowski

Absent: 

Chairman Gery Herrmann

Also Present:

Camille Koertner, Village Trustee





Nicole Keiter, Deputy Village Clerk
2.
Approval of Past Minutes:  Environmental and Health Commission Meeting






July 7, 2009 
The Minutes of the July 7, 2009 Environmental and Health Commission Meeting were made available to the Commission. 

Motion: Jackie Andrew moved that the Minutes of the July 7, 2009 Environmental and Health Commission Meeting be approved; seconded by Barbara Cragan.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:
The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

Vice Chairman Bruce Kramper declared the Minutes of the July 7, 2009 Environmental and Health Commission Meeting approved and put on file.

3.
Final Review Septic Tank Maintenance Ordinance
The Commission looked over the revisions that were made at the last meeting to the Septic Tank Maintenance Ordinance. After careful review and some discussion, a couple more revisions were made. Afterwards the Commission was content with how the Ordinance read and agreed that the final draft would be recommended to the Board for review as voted on in the last meeting. 
4.
Update of Flint Creek Project 
The Commission discussed the status of the Flint Creek Project and their overall concerns. A proposal from Tallgrass Restoration was given to the Commission for recommendation to the Board for a demonstration garden. The Commission had some general concerns regarding the Project as a whole. Neighbors of the project do not know what is happening in regards to the project and there is not a solid line of communication set up for this purpose. Overall the Commission is not happy with the work that has already been done and believes that a demonstration garden built in the area suggested would be lost after one year due to maintenance issues and the vegetation suggested for use. It is believed, by the Commission, that the plants used in the demonstration garden should be of the variety that can survive on their own in nature; not ones that need fencing from deer. 

Ms. Andrew suggested that the Commission request more bids from different companies. She feels that the proposed price for the project is too high and she is not happy with the appearance of any demonstration projects that have been completed so far. She also thought that the proposed area to plant the demonstration garden was not a good location. Oak trees, as suggested in the proposal, should be reconsidered for trees that would grow quicker, in Ms. Andrew’s opinion. 

Ms. Allman stated that she does not support the Village paying for anything involving, or working on, private property. She suggested that the Commission consider a demonstration garden being done on Village property, such as in front of the Village Hall. Ms. Allman also noted that a demonstration garden was not listed as a goal for the project as a whole.

Ms. Kalinowski stated that the focus should be on finishing what has already been started; not starting something new. She was also concerned about maintenance and the fencing that was in the proposal. 

Ms. Cragan stated the any demonstration garden should be put on public property, not private. There wasn’t any reference to a demonstration garden in prior discussions regarding the project as a whole. 

Vice Chairman Kramper agreed with his Commission members that a demonstration garden should be put on public property, if anywhere. 

The Environmental and Health Commission does not recommend the proposal put forward by Tallgrass Restoration. The Commission recommends that if a demonstration garden is to be developed, the garden should be located on Village property (such as the Village Hall) so that it can be maintained by the Village and is highly visible to residents. Other bids for the project should be sought.

It was thought that unless the area around this demonstration garden is maintained, the cost of the project would be wasted as the surrounding vegetation would take over. The owners of the private properties at the Rugby/Essex site would need to commit to a maintenance contract or the Village’s contribution would be wasted. Also the use of the steel fence was questioned. The Commission thought the idea was to place deer-resistant species in the area and that this coverage was included in the original proposal.

Motion: Barbara Cragan moved to recommend to the Village Board denial of the proposal by Tallgrass Restoration for a demonstration garden as proposed; seconded by Patty Kalinowski.

Discussion: There was some discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous.

Vice Chairman Kramper declared the motion approved and that the recommendation for denial would be made to the Village Board.
5.
Heritage Tree Ordinance: Susan Allman
Village Forester Susan Allman gave a short presentation on the new Heritage Tree Ordinance. She stated that the Village Board passed a Moratorium at their last meeting that any tree over 20 inches in diameter would have to be approved before being removed. The reason for this Moratorium is that there have been problems where too many people have wanted to remove, and subsequently have, very large trees in lack of a good reason. Ms. Allman stated that most undesirable trees do not grow large enough to be included under the Moratorium and that many other villages already have ordinances like this to maintain their large trees. Ms. Allman would be the first person to look at the tree in question of removal. If she does not approve it the resident would then have the ability to come before the Environmental and Health Commission to state their case for removal. 

 6.
 Waste Management Contract: Trustee Camille Koertner
Trustee Camille Koertner updated the Commission regarding the new contract for Waste Management. She stated that after one year of discussion with SWALCO, the consortium had reached an agreement to extend the contract with Waste Management. Overall the rates that will be implemented are very good and are on the “low end” in comparison with other contracts across the area. There will only be 5% increase for fees and a consumer price index capped at 3. The consortium had asked for a couple of additions in the contract that were not granted such as commercial recycling and more energy efficient trucks. There was some additional discussion between Commission members.   
7.
Update Commission Terms
Barbara Cragan and Patty Kalinowski would like to be re-appointed to the Environmental and Health Commission. 
8.
Old/New Business
The issue of testing Flint Creek for water quality was brought to the Commission. The Commission agreed that continuing to test the water quality was something that needed to be done. Ms. Kalinowski stated that it was important to know what the Village is looking for in the testing. The Commission agreed that they should research a few different companies and listen to their presentations before picking one to use for this testing. Ms. Kalinowski has a contact that she will use to set up a presentation for the Commission regarding water quality testing.

There was some discussion regarding the emerald ash borer and what is being done to protect trees in the Village. Ms. Allman stated that predatory beetles were just released as well as large traps to contain the borer. If one were to be spotted in the Village, Ms. Allman would have to report it to the Department of Agriculture and they would come in and remedy the situation. Ms. Cragan stated that there should be some kind of education for home owner’s regarding the emerald ash borer. There was some additional discussion between the Commission members. 

9. 
Adjournment
Motion: Jackie Andrew moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Barbara Cragan.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:
The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:55 p.m. Vice Chairman Bruce Kramper declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the Environmental and Health Commission Meeting held September 1, 2009.
ATTEST:

___________________,
Nicole Keiter, Deputy Village Clerk
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