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Minutes of a Public Hearing of the Zoning Board of Appeals of the Village of North Barrington Held tuesday May 8, 2012, 
AT 7:30 P.m. at the North Barrington Village Hall, 
111 Old Barrington Road,
In Said Village
1.
Call to Order & Roll Call 

At 7:30 P.M. Chairman Warren Nass called the Public Hearing to order and the Deputy Village Clerk called the roll: 

Present in Person:      Chairman Nass, Vice Chair John Cifonelli, Joe DiPino, 

Carleen Kreider, W. Gene McAlester and Paru Thondavadi

Absent:

Bryan McGonigal
Also Present:

Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk




M/M Jeff Wall, 668 Old Barrington Road




Nicole Keiter, 25100 N. Pawnee Road



Lance Beaulieu, Designer Decks & Fence, Inc.




Ellen LeMonier, 16 Ridgecroft Land, Barrington Hills




Elisa Kendal-Ward 253 Maple Road, Barrington

2.
Approve Minutes from the February 13, 2012 Special Meeting 

The Minutes of the February 13, 2012 Special Meeting were made available to the Board. 
Chairman Nass asked the Zoning Board of Appeals if there were any revisions to the Minutes. 

Paru Thondavadi, ZBA member, requested that the “Discussion” section on page no. 4 of the February 13, 2012 Special Meeting Minutes be revised. It was noted that the Deputy Village Clerk would make the appropriate revision.
Motion: Vice Chair John Cifonelli moved that the Minutes of the February 13, 2012 Special Meeting be approved as amended; seconded by W. Gene McAlester.
Discussion: There was some discussion.
Vote on Motion: 
The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Chairman Nass declared the Minutes of the February 13, 2012 Special Meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
The following variations are requested in the petition submitted by Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wall, 668 Old Barrington Road, North Barrington, IL  60010:
Chairman Nass explained the variances to the code requested by Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wall.
ZONING VARIATIONS NEEDED:

ZR-10-4-4(E)

No horses shall be housed or grazed within two hundred feet (200’) of an 


adjacent property owner’s dwelling.

The existing and proposed fencing around the perimeter of the horse pasture areas is and will continue to be located approximately 190 feet from the dwelling at 678 Old Barrington Road; approximately 80 feet from the dwelling at 162 N. Signal Hill Road; and approximately 110 feet from the dwelling at 170 N. Signal Hill Road.

ZR-10-11-2(A)
No fence shall be located in a front yard.  “Front yard” is defined as the open space extending the full width of the lot between the front facade of the building and the front lot line.

Portions of the existing and proposed fencing are and will continue to be located
 in the front yard.   
ZR-10-11-2(B)
Except as otherwise permitted or required by this chapter or by this code, no fence shall be more than forty two inches (42”) in height at any point, including vertical posts, columns, or pillars.




Existing and proposed horse fencing is approximately 53” in height.

ZR-10-11-2(D)
All framing and posts on a fence shall face the interior of the property on which the fence is erected unless the fence is double sided where the framing and posts may face each other.
Chairman Nass reviewed the zoning variations as requested by the applicants and invited 

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wall to address the Board and explain their petition to the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA).

Mr. & Mrs. Jeff Wall, 668 Old Barrington Road, addressed the Board. Mr. Wall explained that they moved into the Village of North Barrington, and specifically into an R-1 district, in order to have horses. He noted that the previous owners (Girard) had a history of owning horses and is one of the reasons that they purchased the property. Mr. Wall stated that they would like to install a fence that insures the safety for the horses as well as the public. Mr. & Mrs. Wall would like to improve the appearance of the property by installing a fence that is attractive (aesthetically) and safe. Mrs. Terri Wall stated that she would be able to provide answers to questions concerning the horses, if needed.

Mr. Wall stated that Lance Beaulieu, Designer Decks and Fence, Inc., attended the meeting in order answer any questions that the ZBA might have concerning the construction or materials used for the proposed fence. Ellen LeMonier and Elisa Kendal (the Girard daughters) were in attendance as well, in order to answer any questions about the history of the property. 
Joe DiPino, ZBA member, inquired about the gender of the horses. Mrs. Wall stated that she plans on having female horses only.

Chairman Nass inquired about the location of the manure bin as flies had been an issue in the past on a different property.  Mr. Wall stated that the bin will be kept behind the house and located on the southeast side of the barn. Mr. Wall placed an “X” and initialed the Boundary Survey noting the location of where the manure bin will be placed. Mr. Wall noted that the manure bin and the horses would not be placed on or near the septic field.
Mrs. Wall added that they are additionally paying for a service which delivers fly parasites in a small bag in order to assist with manure management. The product is called Fly Predators. The parasites attack the fly larvae and can be sprinkled in the manure or in the pasture. It is not harmful to humans or animals and the cost is approximately $18.95/month. Mrs. Wall submitted a review of quotes from customers in the area who recommend the product.
It was noted that the manure bin is emptied once per week by Waste Management and that the bin is covered with a lid. Mr. Wall noted that he does not want the manure to become a nuisance.

Chairman Nass inquired about the existing fence. Mr. Wall stated that the existing fences are woven wire with a barbed wire top. Mr. Wall explained that he’s removed the some of the barbed wire from the top of the existing fence.
Lance Beaulieu, Designer Decks & Fence, Inc. addressed the Board and stated that the existing mesh fence is approximately 47 to 48 inches in height and that the barbed wire on top added approximately 5 additional inches.

Chairman Nass asked if they would be installing barbed wire on top of the proposed fence.

Mr. Wall stated that he has not removed the barbed wire from the existing fence located around the perimeter of the fence that is enclosed in the brush and buckthorn. He explained that they have removed a great deal of the buckthorn and he plans on removing the remaining barbed wire so the horses do not injure themselves. They do not plan to place barbed wire on the proposed fence.

Mr. DiPino asked how many horses the applicants plan to have on the property.
Mrs. Wall stated that they are planning to have two horses however; if they would like to bring more horses to the property, they would need to seek a variance. 

Vice Chairman Cifonelli stated that replacing the existing wire fencing would improve the appearance of the neighborhood and noted that existing wire fence is in violation of the Village Code. Vice Chair Cifonelli noted that the proposed fencing is consistent with other horse fences located near the property and within the Village.

W. Gene McAllister, ZBA member, asked the applicant to explain the fence posts facing the exterior of the property.

Mr. Wall explained that they propose to have framing and fence posts to face the exterior of the property enclosed by trees and brush which is necessary for construction of fencing in the rear and a portion of the property along the east side; however, for the public and outward facing fence lines, the framing and fence posts will face the interior of the property to comply with the Village Code.

Vice Chair Cifonelli stated that the Village Code relative to the height of fences which states that no fence shall be more than forty two (42”) in height is inadequate for horse fences.

Chairman Nass requested that the Girard sisters, the daughters of the prior owner Mr. Ted Girard, address the Board. He asked them to explain when the property was purchased and how long they lived on the property.
Ellen LeMonier, 16 Ridgecroft Land, Barrington Hills, and Elisa Kendal, 253 Maple Road, Barrington, addressed the Board. Ms. LeMonier stated that their family moved to the property in 1968. The barn and fence existed before they moved to the property. They owned horses and rented the barn to others for their horses. In the later years, their father rescued horses. Ms. LeMonier stated that the house was built in 1964 and the prior owner had horses. Ms. LeMonier stated that many of their neighbors had horses and that the wire fence on their property was a problem when they lived there. 
Chairman Nass noted that many of the pre-existing fences were grandfathered into the Village prior to the establishment of the Village Code regulating fence height.

Vice Chair Cifonelli stated that he is in favor of maintaining the long historic tradition of horses residing within the Village as well as, retaining as much horse property within the Village which requires proper horse fencing. The existing Village Code does not address horse fences.

Mr. Beaulieu stated that typically his company tries to keep the top height of the fence straight with regard to slopes in the ground; however, he noted that the fence may dip in spots due to depressions in the ground.

Mr. DiPino asked Mr. Beaulieu to explain the general height of horse fences. Mr. Beaulieu stated that for a commercial stable, the general height for a horse fence is 53”; however, with stallions the fences are built higher.
Carleen Kreider, ZBA member, referenced the letters of support from the applicants’ neighbors at 162 and 170 Signal Hill Road. Ms. Kreider asked if she heard any word from the resident located at 678 Old Barrington Road. Mrs. Wall stated that she spoke with Mr. Tom Bergmann who has no objection to the variation and is looking forward to the arrival of the horses. Mr. Wall explained that Mrs. Wall went door to door to the neighbors and personally delivered information about their plans to construct a fence and the public hearing. She included pictures of the horses as well.
It was noted that there were no objections from surrounding property owners. Ms. Kreider stated that if someone wished to object to the variations, they’ve had the opportunity to do so.
It was noted that there were no objections from the Village Health Officer or Village Forester.

Chairman Nass suggested that all four variations should be considered simultaneously. The ZBA agreed; however; Vice Chair Cifonelli stated that the last zoning variation approved by the ZBA was final and that it did not have to go to the Village Board for approval. He questioned why the process was different. Later, an answer was provided Building and Zoning Officer Kelly Rafferty which explained the difference. The answer provided was as follows:

Basically – the Carney swimming pool barrier matter was a request for variation from the application of the Village Building Regulations, whereas the Wall horse fence matter was a request for variation from the application of the Village Zoning Regulations.  The standards and procedures for granting variations differ.  

Motion: Joe DiPino moved to approve all four zoning variations and the request for Mr.  & Mrs. Jeff Wall to replace the existing fence and construct a horse fence approximately 53” in height for the property located 668 Old Barrington Road and by using the Designer Decks & Fence, Inc. to construct fence; seconded by Carleen Kreider.
Discussion: There was no further discussion beyond that which previously took place.
Vote on Motion

By Roll Call: 

Ayes:              Chairman Warren Nass, Vice Chair Cifonelli, Joe DiPino, Carleen Kreider,
                       W. Gene McAlister and Paru Thondavadi

Nays:              None

Absent:           Bryan McGonigal
Abstain:          None 

Chairman Nass declared the motion approved and that the recommendation for approval would be made to the Village Board. He stated that the next Village Board Meeting was scheduled for 
May 23, 2012 at 7:30 p.m.

4.
Adjournment 

There being no further business to come before the Board, Vice Chair Cifonelli moved to adjourn the Public Hearing; seconded by W. Gene McAlister.
The voice vote was unanimous in favor.
At 8:30 p.m. Chairman Nass declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved by the Zoning Board of Appeals at a Public Hearing held September 11, 2012.
Attest:________________________
Kris Lennon, Deputy Village Clerk
