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MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE PARKS & RECREATION COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 
MONDAY, APRIL 20, 2015 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT
111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call
At 7:35 p.m. Chairman Youkhana called the meeting to order and Deputy Clerk called the roll:

Present in Person: Michelle Youkhana, Chairman, 
                   Bill Menke, Vice Chairman 
      Victoria Homan 

                               Chris Nolan

                   Kim Ritschel
Absent: 
      Mary McClure 
Also Present:
      Jackie Andrew, Trustee Liaison



      Marilyn McAlester, 284 Biltmore Drive




      Lisa Milczarek, 499 Randolph Court




      Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the March 16, 2015 Parks & Recreation Commission meeting
The Minutes of the March 16, 2015 Parks & Recreation Commission (“PRC”) meeting were made available to the commission members.
Motion: Chris Nolan moved to approve the Minutes of the March 16, 2015 PRC Commission meeting; seconded by Victoria Homan.
Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion:  The voice vote was unanimous in favor. 

Chairman Youkhana declared the Minutes of the March 16, 2015 PRC meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
Public Comment
Chairman Michelle Youkhana asked if there was any public comment. Marilyn McAlester stated that 

she is a resident at 284 Biltmore Drive. She indicated that she was present to hear any discussion

regarding a possible Biltmore pathway.
4.         Update on Fall Festival- Michelle Youkhana, Chairman
Chairman Youkhana gave an update on Fall Festival. She indicated she secured 3 face painters and a magician. There was discussion in regards to changing the catering vendor for the Fall Fest from Bella Lukes to Kooker’s. Vice Chair Menke suggested getting quotes from the vendors. Chris Nolan stated that he would contact the vendors.
5.
Update on Park Tables- Victoria Homan
Victoria Homan gave an update on the new picnic tables at Eton Park. She noted that the new tables were ordered and assembled. She indicated that the tables are at Eton Park. She noted that the old tables are still at the park and will be arranged to be disposed of.
6.
Update on Paths- Bill Menke, Vice Chair

Vice Chair Menke asked if any members of the PRC had a chance to look at the East Oxford Pathway. He informed the PRC that Flying Squirrel finished the East Oxford pathway. He noted that Flying Squirrel cleared out the buckthorn, trimmed back the landscaping berm, and overhanging trees.  He mentioned that he is awaiting additional woodchips for the path from the Village Forester, Susan Allman. He suggested possibly getting Boy Scouts to spread the woodchips on the path. Chairman Youkhana indicated she would forward Boy Scout, Wyatt Lindquist’s, contact information to Vice Chair Menke for reference. Vice Chair Menke suggested having a section to introduce wildlife on the planned informational sign at Eton Park. He suggested the idea as a way of restoring the area back to the Village’s roots and as an alternative to having a path behind Eton Park.
Ms. Ritschel stated that residents in her neighborhood were under the impression that Oxford Road would be turned into a walking/biking path. 
Ms. Ritschel stated that she does not support the idea of a path behind Eton Park. She indicated that the area is too damp and wet to have a path. Chris Nolan was in agreement that the area is extremely wet. She expressed concern with maintenance. Vice Chair Menke mentioned that it is possible to build on these type of areas. He indicated that Lake Zurich was able to build a wood walking path for their wetlands next to the high school. He explained he was giving suggestions of what could be done to utilize the area. Victoria Homan stated that she’d like to see the area restored to a nature/wildlife area. Members discussed ideas of how to utilize the area.

Trustee Andrew explained that the Village Board had discussed having a proposed bridge for walking/biking on Oxford Road when the road was removed. She suggested that if interested the PRC should bring the matter back before the Board. Kim Ritschel stated that residents were interested in walking up and down Oxford Road to get to Eton Park. She mentioned that Nancy Schumm indicated there was a safety issue with Oxford Road slopping into Brookside Road. There was discussion regarding cost. Trustee Andrew explained that the Village was paid $150,000 to remove Oxford Road to provide drainage for Miller Road. 
Chairman Youkhana asked the PRC if there was still interest in having a path behind Eton Park. Bill Menke noted that there are residents who are interested in a path behind Eton Park. He informed her that resident Aaron Krause, 230 Beachview Ln., attended the March 16, 2015 PRC meeting prior in support of a path behind Eton Park. He noted however, that at this time pursuing a path behind Eton Park was not a priority. He was in the opinion that the top 3 project priorities would be South Eton Park connecting to Oxford Rd., the under pass below Route 59, and Lafferty Park. Chairman Youkhana suggested developing a small nature path at Lafferty Park. Members discussed ideas of how to utilize Lafferty Park and ways to get resident feedback. 
Chairman Youkhana mentioned she spoke with Nancy Schumm regarding South Eton Park. She stated Ms. Schumm explained that there could be natural accumulation of water in the area to be used as an ice rink in the winter months. Mr. Nolan expressed concern with mature trees in the area. Chairman Youkhana indicated that it would be an inquiry for Ms. Schumm at a future meeting.
Vice Chair Menke mentioned that if utilizing Oxford Road is an issue he was in the opinion that the PRC address the issue with the Board.
Marilyn McAlester mentioned that Ms. Schumm indicated that there was a safety issue with Oxford Road slopping into Brookside Road. She stated that in the past there was discussion in regards to a proposed path beginning at Biltmore Drive going west to Eton Park. She indicated that the proposed path would slope into Biltmore Drive. She was in the opinion that it would be far more dangerous to develop the Biltmore path as opposed to an addition of a bridge on Oxford Road to be transformed into a walking/biking path. 
Chairman Youkhana asked Ms. Ritschel if she would prepare a memo for the Board since she is more familiar with the issue. Ms. Ritschel agreed to work on the memo.
Vice Chair Menke indicated that the top 3 project priorities would include the bridge for walking/biking on Oxford Road, the under pass below Route 59, to allow access to Grassy Lake and into Lake County’s walking system, and Lafferty Park. 
Ms. Andrew suggested to the PRC to explore getting on the list with Lake County Forest Preserve. 
PRC members discussed the matters to be put on the memo to go to the Board. The matters included 3 path projects which were, the bridge for walking/biking on Oxford Road, the under pass below Route 59, and Lafferty Park. 
Ms. Ritschel inquired about the underpass below Route 59. Vice Chair Menke explained it is the underpass where there is currently a tunnel. Vice Chair Menke suggested that the Village could join in on the Illinois Department of Transportation “IDOT” project to restore the tunnel. He explained that the Village could request that “IDOT” provide the Village with an extra foot of walking space to get under the tunnel and into Lake County’s walking system. Vice Chair Menke noted that the proposed trail head to get to the underpass would begin at Eton Park and down Eton Drive.  
Chairman Youkhana suggested color coding the Village Street Map with the 3 proposed path projects and include it with the memo for the Board to review.
Chairman Youkhana tabled the matter until the next PRC meeting while awaiting the memo from Ms. Ritschel.
7.
Update on Pavilion- Kim Ritschel

Kim Ritschel gave an update on the proposed pavilion. She mentioned that Nancy Schuum provided her with various brochures pertaining to pavilions. There was discussion regarding the size, position, and interest of the pavilion. It was a general consensus of the PRC to table the matter due to lack of interest.
8.
Update on Concerts- Chris Nolan

Chris Nolan gave an update on summer concerts. He noted he contacted the band, Eleventh Hour, and indicated he is awaiting confirmation. He stated he contacted the band, Better With Bacon, and is awaiting a return call. He mentioned that several of the band members are residents of Biltmore. He noted that he informed the bands of both the summer concert dates and rain dates.
9.
Old Business/New Business
Vice Chair Menke mentioned coming up with new ideas for Eton Park. He suggested possibly updating the basketball hoops or starting a softball league. Trustee Andrew suggested sending a newsletter informing residents of the proposed softball league. Victoria Homan suggested having new activities for the kids to participate in at Eton Park.
7.
Adjournment

Motion:  Vice Chair Bill Menke moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Kim Ritschel.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 8:36 p.m. Chairman Youkhana declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the PRC meeting held May 18, 2015.
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________
Elia Torres

Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington

PAGE  

