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MINUTES OF A SPECIAL MEETING OF THE ENVIRONMENTAL AND HEALTH COMMISSION OF THE VILLAGE OF NORTH BARRINGTON, WHICH WAS HELD 
TUESDAY, MARCH 8, 2016 AT

THE NORTH BARRINGTON VILLAGE HALL LOCATED AT
111 OLD BARRINGTON ROAD IN SAID VILLAGE

1.
Call to Order, Roll Call
At 7:30 p.m. Chairman Patty Kalinowski called the meeting to order and Elia Torres called the roll:

Present in Person:
Chairman, Patty Kalinowski
Vice Chairman, Linda Aylward

Rob Haas

Laurie Cameron

Absent: 

Vance Antoniou

Also Present:

Village Forester, Susan Allman




Nancy Schumm, Schumm Consulting LLC





Samantha Melton, Maintenance Coordinator, ENCAP Inc.

Nicky Obenauf, Environmental Manager, Integrated Lakes Management, “ILM”

Kim Ritschel, 284 Oxford Road

Gene and Marilyn McAlester, 284 Biltmore Drive 





Elia Torres, Deputy Village Clerk

2.
Approval of Minutes from the November 3, 2015 Environmental and Health Commission meeting
The Minutes of the November 3, 2015 Environmental and Health Commission (“E&H”) meeting were made available to the commission members.
Motion: Linda Aylward moved to approve the Minutes of the November 3, 2015 E&H meeting; seconded by Rob Haas.
Discussion:  There was no discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman, Patty Kalinowski, Vice Chairman, Linda Aylward, Rob Haas, Laurie Cameron 
Nays:

None



Absent:
Vance Antoniou


Abstain:
None
Chairman Kalinowski declared the Minutes of the November 3, 2015 E&H meeting approved and put on file. 
3.
Public Comment
There was no public comment.
4.         Review contractor proposals for restoration work at Eton Park

Nancy Schumm, Schumm Consulting LLC, stated that she is a consultant for the Village who helps with environmental projects. She stated that for the past six years one of the projects has been the restoration of the woodlands at Eton Park. She explained that the E&H reviews the restoration proposals, which are for a period of three years, and makes a recommendation to the Village Board. She indicated that the goal is to remove the invasive species and make adjustments in order restore the natural area to potentially pre settlement. She noted that this year the contract for restoration is up for renewal. She indicated that three contractors submitted proposals. She asked that the E&H review the proposals in order to make a recommendation to the Village Board.
Members reviewed the proposal submitted by Tall Grass. Ms. Aylward noted that the proposal did not include the removal of brush and buckthorn. Chairman Kalinowski indicated that the proposal stated that there would be an extra charge for brush clean up after a burn if needed. There was discussion regarding the quantity of herbicide applied. Ms. Schumm explained that generally herbicide is applied once to targeted species. 
Chairman Kalinowski asked that the contractor who is chosen supply the Village with the necessary certifications and licenses for applying herbicides and conducting burns. It was noted that the contractor chosen would also post signage to inform residents of the application of herbicide.

Samantha Melton, ENCAP, addressed the E&H and stated she was open for questions regarding the proposal. She indicated that ENCAP has roughly forty years of experience with environmental restoration. She stated that ENCAP has worked with forest preserves, park districts, home owners associations, villages, and on city properties. She noted that for the past three years ENCAP has been working on the restoration of Flint Creek. She stated that annual monitoring is included in the proposal in order to track progress. Ms. Melton indicated that the annual monitoring report would include a data log that records dates and time spent at the area and a floristic quality assessment, which is an inventory of native and non-native species. She explained that the assessment helps with management recommendations. She indicated that the goal is to have a higher floristic quality assessment, which would indicate a higher coverage of native species. 
Ms. Aylward noted that the proposal includes in the three yr. period 1 burn, three selective herbicide applications, selective mowing, and a small brush removal. Chairman Kalinowski asked that if a burn is not needed will the cost be allocated for another part of the project. Ms. Melton stated that if in the event a burn is not conducted she can discuss further options with the E&H. 
Chairman Kalinowski asked if notice is given to residents when conducting a burn. Ms. Melton indicated that burn letters are sent to adjacent properties at least two weeks in advance and residents can be put on a call list, which gives notification 24 hours prior to the burn. 

Ms. Aylward inquired about the seeding of the areas. Ms. Melton explained that the seeding is billed per acre if needed. She stated that the reasoning is to determine where seeding is needed once the appropriate conditions allow for proper analyzing. 
Ms. Cameron asked what kind of monitoring is done during a burn. Ms. Melton indicated that burn breaks are taken by cutting vegetation or creating water breaks to insure the fire does not spread. She explained that staff monitor fire behavior and smoke. Ms. Melton stated that ENCAP is particular about proper conditions for burning, such as wind speed and direction. Ms. Kalinowski asked when restoration work would begin. Ms. Melton indicated that it would begin in the spring. 

Chairman Kalinowski introduced Nicky Obenauf, ILM. Chairman Kalinowski stated that ILM has been working on the restoration work at Eton Park north. Chairman Kalinowski summarized ILM’s proposal. She indicated that ILM’s three year proposal includes twenty four visits for chemical/mechanical treatments, where needed, eighteen days for woody removal/burning, six path mows, one cattail cutting, one prescribed burn, and approximately forty pounds of seed where needed. 
Ms. Obenauf stated that the goal is to increase the aesthetic value, botanic value, and increase the conservative value to help maintain quality wildlife in the area. She indicated that ILM will provide reports to the Village Hall that can be viewed if needed. Ms. Obenauf stated that ILM will monitor floristic quality and provide a report at the end of each year. Chairman Kalinowski inquired about the necessity of a burn. Ms. Obenauf stated that if a burn is not needed she recommends using the funds for additional seeding to further improve aesthetics. Chairman Kalinowski asked why it’s necessary to cut the cattails at Eton Park south. Ms. Obenauf indicated that there is a third species of cattails that are invasive and it is difficult to determine which species is or is not invasive. Chairman Kalinowski asked what will grow in the area if cattails are removed. Ms. Schumm indicated that the area is a wetland that can potentially become an area where residents can skate on in the winter.

Ms. Aylward expressed concern in the cost of ILM’s proposal. Ms. Obenauf stated that the budget proposed is to insure that the restoration work and materials used will help create a significant improvement of the areas. She indicated that ILM would be willing to discuss adjusting the cost in order to come to an agreed budget, although the overall improvement may be less significant. Members questioned how the improvement can be guaranteed. Ms. Obenauf indicated that the increased quantity of visits and reporting that ILM will conduct will help in determining the overall improvement. 

Chairman Kalinowski asked if ILM staff conducting burns are certified. Ms. Obenauf indicated that there is an Illinois Prescribed Burn Manager, who is certified by the Illinois Department of Natural Resources, on site to supervise the burn. Members asked if a staff and qualification list would be provided to the E&H if ILM was awarded the contract. Ms. Obenauf confirmed that there would.
Chairman Kalinowski asked if notice is posted for herbicide application and burns. Ms. Obenauf indicated that there are signs posted when spraying herbicide and for burns phone calls and emails are made to residents who wish to be notified prior to the burn.
Ms. Aylward inquired about the mowing being offered in the proposal. Ms. Obenauf explained that if there are paths that need mowing it is included in the proposal.
Members reviewed and compared the three contractor proposals. 

Motion: Laurie Cameron moved to recommend to the Village Board approval of ENCAP’s 3 year proposal for the restoration work at Eton Park north and south; seconded by Vice Chair, Linda Aylward.

Discussion:  There was some discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman, Patty Kalinowski, Vice Chairman, Linda Aylward, Rob Haas, Laurie Cameron 
Nays:

None



Absent:
Vance Antoniou


Abstain:
None
Chairman Kalinowski declared the motion approved and the recommendation passed on to the Village Board. 

5.
Review water testing and reports- Keith Gray, Integrated Lakes Management, and Nancy Schumm, Schumm Consulting LLC

Ms. Obenauf on behalf of Keith Gray, ILM, summarized the 2015 Water Quality Monitoring Report, 
which is in its sixth year. She stated that fecal coliform, phosphorus, and macroinvertebrates were 
monitored. She explained that the results showed an increase in macroinvertebrates and phosphorus 
and fecal coliform levels which exceeded the Illinois State standards. Chairman Kalinowski asked if 
the phosphorus and fecal coliform levels are showing improvement. Ms. Schumm stated that the levels 
are staying steady. Ms. Schumm indicated that ILM is continuing to monitor the levels. Ms. Schumm 
explained that the increase in macroinvertebrates is a positive sign which indicates that the area is 
habitable. There was discussion regarding the possible sources of the fecal coliform and phosphorus. 
Ms. Obenauf noted that reports are available to view at the Village Hall.
6.
Susan Allman, Village Forester- Forester’s report

Ms. Allman stated that she will be picking up the Village Tree City Award and Growth Award. She stated that a tree will be donated for Arbor Day and she plans to have a ceremony Saturday, April 30th. at Eton Park. She explained that she is looking to have scouts plant oak seedlings at Eton Park. Ms. Allman noted that she has been removing ash trees in the right of way on Eton Dr., Oxford Rd., and south Eton Park. She stated that the Parks and Recreation Commission “PRC” had an Ash tree removed at Eton Park due to Emerald Ash Borer. She explained that she plans to work with the PRC to plant a new tree at the park where the ash tree was removed. 
Ms. Allman expressed her concern with herbicide spraying in the park. She indicated that she wanted to insure that the new trees planted do not get sprayed. Chairman Kalinowski suggested contacting the contractor who will conduct the spraying and have them inform her before spraying herbicide. 
Ms. Aylward asked if the Village plans on having the 50/50 tree program this spring. Ms. Allman indicated that she will not due to a cut in the forestry budget. 
Mr. McAlester, 284 Biltmore Drive, asked Ms. Allman if she will be doing ash tree removal along north Biltmore Drive and Brookside Road. Ms. Allman indicated that tree removal depends on the funds available. She explained that ash tree removal for this winter has been completed and she will continue next winter.
Chairman Kalinowski inquired about the status of the revised Heritage Tree Removal Ordinance. Ms. Allman indicated that Village Attorney J.W. Braithwaite would review the revised draft ordinance and send it back to the E&H. 

7.
Review Barrington Area of Council of Governments, “BACOG”, adopted pavement sealant Resolution

Members reviewed BACOG’s adopted pavement resolution and South Barrington’s adopted ordinance
banning the use of coal tar based sealants containing Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons, “PAH”. 
There was discussion regarding how to monitor compliance if the Village were to adopt a similar 
ordinance as South Barrington. 

Motion: Vice Chair, Linda Aylward moved to recommend to the Village Board approval of an ordinance to incorporate language as adopted by South Barrington and BACOG banning the use of coal tar sealants containing Polycyclic Aromatic Hydrocarbons; seconded by Laurie Cameron.

Discussion:  There was some discussion.

Vote by Roll Call:  

Ayes:
Chairman, Patty Kalinowski, Vice Chairman, Linda Aylward, Rob Haas, Laurie Cameron 
Nays:

None



Absent:
Vance Antoniou


Abstain:
None
Chairman Kalinowski declared the motion approved and the recommendation passed on to the Village Board. 
8.
Old Business/New Business
Chairman Kalinowski introduced Laurie Cameron as a new member of the E&H. Chairman Kalinowski mentioned that she had communications with Ron Cobb through email and he has since resigned from the commission. 
9.
Adjournment

Motion:  Linda Aylward moved the Meeting be adjourned; seconded by Rob Haas.
Discussion: There was no discussion.

Vote on Motion: The voice vote was unanimous in favor.

At 10:15 p.m. Chairman Patty Kalinowski declared the meeting adjourned. 

These Minutes were approved at the E&H meeting held April 5, 2016
ATTEST:  ​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​​___________________________
Elia Torres
Deputy Village Clerk

Village of North Barrington
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